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A Brief Overview of Alta Vista Alternative High School

The Vision of Alta Vista Alternative High School (AVAHS): Individualized education that
empowers students to become lifelong learners who fully realize their potential and discover
meaning, purpose, and fulfillment in life.

The Mission of Alta Vista Alternative High School (AVAHS): To facilitate a student's
educational needs and to guide them, accordingly, to achieve their goals.

Alta Vista Alternative High School 1s an alternative school of choice. Students choose
independent study as an instructional strategy because it offers an educational alternative with
the flexibility to meet the needs of the individual. Students will find committed, friendly, caring
staff to help them achieve their educational and personal goals.

Typically, Alta Vista serves the following student populations in grades 9 — 12 in the Santa
Barbara Secondary School District:

e Traditional independent study students
v Self-learners, training athletes or musicians, students who need to work, students
wanting or needing to accelerate credit earning, students who have unique
circumstances (health, safety)
« Middle College students
v A dual enrollment program in collaboration with Santa Barbara City College
¢ Parenting minors
¥ Motivated to graduate but do not have daily child care available
e Home school students
v" Teacher and parents coordinate curriculum and instruction to meet district graduation
requirements

Advantages of attending Alta Vista Alternative High School include:

e Personalized instruction, based on an evaluation of the student’s transcript and interests

o Competency-based and performance-based learning, overseen by a credentialed teacher

e Flexible scheduling that allows time for dual enrollment, employment, parenting,
professional activities (sports, music, arts)

« Individual attention designed to meet each student where they are

e Access to technology and online curriculum

¢« Learning center and study hall fo assist students with successful completion of
assignments

¢ Open Entry-Open Exit enrollment; students can return to a traditional high school at the
beginning of any semester

¢« Variable Credit System which allows students to earn credits as they go



Earning Credits

« Students may enroll at any point during the school year

v" For more specific information or to enroll, interested parties should contact counselor
Debra Teton at 966-0883 x 115 or teacher Nancy Stevens at 965-1916 x 101. After
completing enrollment papers (and checking out of a current school, if necessary),
students can begin earning credits as soon as they meet with a teacher and sign an
independent study contract. A complete course is worth five (5) credits, but variable
credits may be issued for completed work.

e Generally, to earn five (5) credits towards graduation requires a combination of
productive work hours plus appropriate completion of assignments within each subject
area. A diligent, self~motivated student may complete a five (5) credit course in a period
of time that is shorter than the traditional high school semester. Students at Alta Vista
can augment their independent work by taking classes in the Regional Occupation
Program (ROP), through Adult Education or at Santa Barbara City College. Students on
track to earning more than 45 credits per semester must discuss this option with their
teacher and get the principal’s approval by the end of the first quarter.

e Students are qualified for graduation when all state mandates and all Santa Barbara
Secondary District requirements have been met:
v' 240 total credits earned in the required subject areas
v" Pass the California High School Exit Exam (CAHSEE)
v Complete 60 hours of community service (or 15 hours per year of attendance in the
district; less than 60 total hours must be approved by the principal)

Attendance

e Regular attendance is the comerstone for success at Alta Vista. The independent study
contract requires a weekly meeting with the teacher. If a student does not attend weekly
appointments gnd complete assigned work, it is impossible to earn credit and progress
toward graduation. After three weeks of non-attendance as determined by appointments
and completed work, a determination will be made whether independent study is an
appropriate placement for the student. At that point, the student is in jeopardy of being
transferred from Alta Vista Alternative High School to another school.
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Obtener Creditos

¢ losalumnos se pueden matricular en cualquier momento durante el ano escolar

v Para informacién mas especifica o para matricularse, las personas interesadas deberian
ponerse en contacto con la consejera, Debra Teton al 966-0883 x 113 o la maesira Nancy
Stevens al 965-1916 x 101. ~ Después de finalizar el papeleo de matriculacion (y dares de
baja de su escuela actual. si fuera necesario), los alumnos pueden empezar a obtener creditos
en cuanto se retinen con un/a maestro/a y firman un contrato de estudio independiente. Un
curso completo vale cinco (5) créditos pero se pueden conceder créditos variables por el
trabajo completado.

e  Generalmente, para obtener cinco (5) créditos hacia la graduacion se requiere tina combinacion de
trabajo productivo ademas de completar apropiadamente las asignaciones dentro de cada materia.
Un/a alumno/a motivado/a y diligente puede completar cinco (5) créditos de un curse en un
periodo de tiempo mads corto que el semestre de una preparatoria tradicional:  Los alumnos en
Alta Vista pueden aumentar su trabajo mdependiente tomando clases en el Programa Ocupacional
Regional (ROP). a través de Educacion de Adultos o en Santa Barbara City College. Los
alumnos por buen camino para obtener mas de 45 creditos por semestre tienen que hablar de

esta pocion con su maestro/a y obtener la aprobacion de la directora para el final del primer
trimesire.

e [osalumnos califican para graduacion cuando han cumplido con todos los requisitos obligatorios
estatales v todos los del Distrito Escolar de Secundaria de Santa Barbara:

¥ 240 total de créditos obtenidos en las dreas y materias requeridas
v Pasar el Examen de California de Salida de Preparatoria (CAHSEE)

v Completar 60 horas de servicio comunitario (6 15 horas por afno de asistencia en el distrito;
menos de 60 horas totales tiene que estar aprobado por la directora).

Asistencia

e ] asistencia regular es la base fundamental del éxito en Alta Vista. El contrato de estudio
independiente requiere una reunién semanal con el/la maestro/a. Si el/la alumno/a no asiste a sus
citas semanales v complete el trabajo asignado, es imposible conseguir creditos v progresar hacia
la graduacion. Después de tres semanas de no asistencia verificada por las citas y el trabajo

completado, se tomard una determinacion de si el estudio independiente es una colocacion

apropiada para el/la alumno/a. En ese momento, el/la alumno/a estara en peligro de ser
transferido de Alta Vista Alternative High School a ofra escuela.




